
   The weather is turning cold and soon it will once 
again be the time to celebrate the birth of our 
precious savior. It's easy to see Jesus as the baby in 
a manger but what is He really to you in your life? 
   Is He a sweet little baby. a good teacher, a father 
figure? Jesus should be our master and guide for 
our lives. This season let's search what God is to us 
and how we invite Him daily into our lives.

Cedar Grove Baptist Church Schedule
Sunday School………….….........9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship….......11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship...............6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday (WAM)........................6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
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Be a Hummingbird, Not a Vulture 
Vultures fly over the landscape looking for	 	 	        
the dead carcasses that they rely on for food. 

They have incredible eyesight and can spot	 	 	           
a dead animal from miles away. 

Hummingbirds fly over the landscape	 	 	  
looking for the flowers that they feed on. 

They are attracted by the bright colors and consume the sweet nectar 
inside the flower. 

Vultures fly over flowers and hummingbirds fly over dead animals, but 
they only notice what they’re looking for. 

We’re not that different ourselves. 

If  you are looking for negative, gloomy, depressing things to make you 
feel down about life, I can guarantee that you’ll find them. 

However, if  you’re looking for exciting, positive, joyful things to help 
you maintain an optimistic attitude, you will find them. 

It’s possible for two people to be in exactly the same circumstances 
and have one find the rotting meat and the other find the beautiful 
flowers. 

Excerpts from Wild at Heart by John Eldredge
   The tragedy of life is what dies inside a man while he lives. - 
Albert Schweitzer
   For after years of living in a cage, a lion no longer even believes 
he is a lion...and a man no longer believes he is a man.
   The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation. - Thoreau
   All men die, few men ever really live. - Braveheart


The ugliness and beauty of  life are both 
there, often side by side. 

But what you are looking for is what you’re 
likely to see and consume, impacting your 
attitude, your relationships and your level of  
influence.

What are you going to be, a hummingbird or a vulture? 

Vision
   The last three weeks of November, Brother Taylor 
preached on vision, specifically three phrases that we 
will be voting to adopt as the vision of Cedar Grove.  
The three phrases were developed by a group of 
church members and leaders as the results of a 
church-wide survey showed our church was lacking 
in a clear vision.  The team worked for months 
through meetings, studying God's word, and prayer to 
ask God's guidance for developing a vision for Cedar 
that was representative of Jesus' teachings and 
instructions in the bible.
   The proposed Cedar Grove Vision is:
- We honor our God through WORSHIP and love 
others through ministry.
- We invest our lives by LOVING and leading people 
to Jesus.
- We glorify Jesus Christ through DISCIPLING 
generations at home and abroad.
   We will vote on the adoption of this vision on 
Sunday, December 8th in the AM service with paper 
ballets.  It is important for each member present to 
participate in the vote of adopting this vision for 
Cedar Grove Baptist Church.

Another Quote from Wild at Heart
   No man, for any considerable period of time, can wear one face 
to himself and another to the multitude without finally getting 
bewildered as to which may be the truth. - Nathaniel Hawthorn



Upcoming Events 


12/7 - Upward: Game #1 
12/8 - Church: Vote on church 
vision (a.m.) / budget (p.m.) 
12/14 - Upward: Game #2 
12/15 - Children: Christmas 
musical 
12/21 - Upward: Game #3

Finances 
Income….......…..….......…+$28,838 
Expenses…............................-$9,424

Holidays & Interesting Dates
• National Stress Free Month
• Santa's List Day, December 4
• Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, December 7
• Poinsettia Day, December 12 
• Beginning of Winter, December 21
• Christmas Day, December 25
• New Year's Eve, December 31

Why Christmas? 
   Have you ever wondered what our little 
ones in church think is the reason that we 
celebrate Christmas?  You may or may not 
be surprised by their responses when asked, 
“Why do we celebrate Christmas?” Here is 
what some of our young ones had to say: 
Raegan (3): “for Bubby’s Birthday…Baby 
Jesus!” 
Lindsey (7): “for Jesus is born.” 
Averie (6):  “I don’t know.” 
Mason (6): “I don’t know.” 
David (8): “Because that’s when Jesus was 
born.” 
Caleb (5): “Jesus! It’s His birthday!” 
Joshua (3): “Jesus!” 
Jase (7): “I don’t know.” 
Kylie (5): “For Jesus.” 
Abby (10): “Because of Jesus’ birth.” 
Caleb (4): “I don’t know.” 
Cloe (7): “Because of Jesus’ birth.” 
Josh (4): “Jesus birthday.” 
Kaileb (4): “I don’t know.”

Operation Christmas Child 
   Sharing Christmas to children around the world 
has become the goal of Samaritan's Purse. This 
year, CGBC targeted 125 boxes. We collected 
144 boxes to send to children in other countries! 
Praise God!!

About the Cedar Post 
Editor……...…....…………………....Gary Ward
Content………....…….Jonathan & Ashley Gagel

Spiritual Maturity - Part 3 
How to memorize God's word 

I. Benefits of memorizing scriptures. 
   A. It helps me resist temptation. (Psalm 119:11). 
   B. It helps me make wise decisions. (Psalm 119:105). 
   C. It strengthens me when I'm under stress. (Psalm 119:49). 
   D. It comforts me when I'm sad. (Jeremiah 15:16). 
   E. It helps me witness to unbelievers. (1 Peter 3:15). 
II. When to memorize a verse. 
   A. During your quiet time. 
   B. While exercising. 
   C. While waiting (spare moments). 
   D. At bedtime. (Psalm 63:6). 
III. How to memorize a verse. 
   A. Three keys to memorizing: 1) review; 2) review; 3) review. 
(Psalm 119:72). 
   B. But reject those myths fit only for the godless and 
gullible, and train yourself for godliness. (1 Timothy 4:7).  Youth Lock-In 


   On November 15th the CGBC youth group got 
together, locked the doors, and created a work of 
art in their room. Swing by and take a look at 
what they accomplished all by themselves! Praise 
God!!

               Thanksgiving Dinner 
   Once again it was time to get together for the annual CGBC Thanksgiving dinner. 
Many folks showed up to partake of the holiday feast. Everyone left full of food and 
holiday cheer.


